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camps were primarily for Jews. Even in Tunisia, there were only forced
labor camps, and most of them cannot really be called camps. We know
neither the number nor the demographic character of the Jews who were -
interned at the camps. Bou's reseatch has uncovered the remarkable diary
of 2 Muslim, Mohamed Arezki Berkani, who was interned at the camp of
Djenien-Bou-Rezg in Algeria. As far as I know, this is the only diary of a
North African non-Jew ever found or published. The Bedeau camp was’
also unique because it was reserved for young Algerian Jews who served in
the French army, not for all Algerian Jews. The two chapters by Boum and:
Slyomovics illustrate the problematic nature and challenges surrounding
the topic of North Aftican camps and the need for careful rescarch. :
Another example of the expansion of research subjects is the chap
by Boum and Mohammed Hatimi in this collection (Chapter s), regardis
Jewish-Muslim relations during the war in rural southern Morocco—th
is, the periphery of a peripheral area of a peripheral issue in the histo
of the Jews in Morocco. As the first atrerpt to deal with this subject;
chapter demonstrates the willingness of North African scholars to p

research in new directions.
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A Memory That Is Not One

Michael Rothberg
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Holocaust have rarely figured in accounts of the persceution and genocide i
on, a smaller number of essays
¢

and Alma Heckman, along with the

of Jews,
cultural representatio

The Holocaust and North Afvica sets out to readjust our sense of the
geography of the genocide and to bring attention to the histories and ex--
periences that have never been a central part of the scholarship on, and:
collective memory of, the Holocaust. Paraphrasing Derrida, we might say,
from the perspective of North African Jews, “T only have one memory; it
is not mine.” The “one memory” of the Holocaust that has existed is t
memory of the persecution of European (and primatily Ashkenazi) Jews
a memory that is not in any way singular across the length and breadt
of Europe but that over the decades has nevertheless consolidated into '
coherent story with a global reach. That memory can only have been a
awkward affair for Jews, like Derrida, with North African origins and di
rect experiences of fascism. '
From the vantage point of late writings such as Monolingualism of
Other and “Circumfession,” we can speculate that Derrida’s multiply m
ginal location—as a merber of an ambiguously situated minority in
onized country—became a conceptual resource for his critical examing
of the relation between centers and margins of political, incellectu

special interest in memory,
'alizations of history thar be
implications through the Ie
such as Derrida, ¢
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Heckman cites Edmond Amran El Malels notion of the “game of com-
plex margins” that has always existed in the interstices of the binary dy- . Hol :
namics 0% power (Chapter 9). Although such a contribution is not offered ocaust and North Africa b
in the philosophical vocabulary of Derrida’s texts, it similarly highlights’
the privilege of the marginal perspective. In Heckman'’s words, “From each
marginal story a clearer picture of the whole emerges.” g
The relation of (small) part to whole identified by Heckman also
suggests the related importance of scale in this volume. One of the {many
challenges of writing about the Holocaust—along with other traumatic
histories—is the problem of scale: How do we conceptualize or represe: :
racial persecution and the perpetration of mass death as they unfold acros ~ and second
vast geographies and over months and years? As a theater of the Holocau
North Africa is both geographically marginal to the centers of policy mak
ing and extermination and also relatively small in terms of the number
Tews affected (though the geographic area is of course imposing). So
of the essays here take this problem of scale as an opportunity to rethi

eyond the logi
‘The dynamics of centers ¢ logic of property and possession?
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the dismissal of a few Jews seems almost insignificant. But it is precisely th
number of the potential victims of the Vichy laws and the distance of [Frend

Africa) from the main theaters of World War 11 that highlight the obsessive n ts of North African Jewish life and d are all cle- |
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Such a shift of scale from the small, minor, distant, and m_dl"_gx éw spaces to the histo
preoccupations of the center bears a certain resemblance to D ibution, Instead
strategies in Monolingualism of the Other. Derrida starts from
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: ied to the Muslim and tem-
indigénes or ‘natives, a term peretr;rillf}]r:i)’?zid%). Schroeter (Chapter .1) :
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Intersectional Methodologies
in Holocaust Studies

Todd Presner
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staie’s commitment o maintain the Holocaust as a defining event for all Israclis” {(Shandler, of th i
e Jewish community to be

published afyer th war S
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7. See the index in Ateq] Juifi
, Juifs d' A,
8. Yablonka, Stz of Grael. 4 Ve o, ’

“Jewish Culture,” 603). This suggests that inclusion of non-European Jews in Holocaust his-
toriography is an Israeli problem, ignering its meaning for Holocaust studies more generally.

4. The original article was in French: Dan Michman, “Le sort des juifs d'Afrique du
Nord pendans la seconde puerre mondiale: fait-il partie de la Shoah?” unpublished manu-
script, in my possession.

5. Michman, “Sert des juifs d'Afrique du Nord,” 15n34, citing Longerich, Unwritten de earlier,
Order, 96. .

6. Michman, “Sort des juifs d’Afrique du Nord,” 17, citing Hilberg, Destruction of the_-.
European Jews, 411. .

toral dissertation o

7. Michman, “Sort des juifs I’Afrique du Nord,” 12, quoting Eichmann, who report
edly said, “I realize we made some mistakes in numbers.” .
8. Michman, “Sorz des juifs ' Afrique du Nord,” 26-27.
9. The exact title is the Ben-Zvi Institute for the Seudy of Jewish Communities in the Fasc
10. ‘The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) has taken the lead
assembling = vast and well-organized documentation based on North Africa and the Holo

.
10, Pelamim, vols. 27-29,

i Edited by Irir Abramski-Bj;
i-Bligh i i
12. Thad the honor of bein i Dlshed i e

caust. Collections can be consulted online at collections.ushmm.orgfsearch.

e the initator and ; .
work at the Dig, : organizer of this we,
11. Por a good general introduction to cultural history, see Chartier, “Culeural Histc 1. Howi “umentation Center on Nortl African Jewry D rishop as pare of ny
420-25 ' 3 Hlouh, fournal of Climens Houri, ¥ Puring World War 11,

12. Stone, “Holocaust Historiography,” 2.

) - - : Notes to Chapter 14
13, On the question of refugees in North Aftica, the bibliography is thin. See Tartal . Derrida, Mono; .
and Grossmann, Jewish Refugee, esp. ch. 6, which includes a section on North Aftica N Dern'da’ ﬂ;no ;f’fgﬂa[zrm.
see Bavet, Ouwr of the Ashes; Gleizer, Unwelcome Exiles; Wriggins, Picking Up thé_ Pre » Monoingualism, 16,

Yo'akov, “European Jewish Refugees”; Baida, “Réfugiés juifs européens”; and Abitb
rique du Nord.” -

14. Here I mention the work of Moroccan-Israeli historian Michel Abithy
limited access to documents, a generation ago Abitbol collated and intezpreted ¢
isting sources in his_fews of North Aftica to produce a credible narrative. See als

i German Reparations,
ing for Vichy” Also noteworthy is a recent book by well-known Isracli Holoca

21 61 221,

Hanna Yablonka, Juifs ' Orient, a state-of-the-art report covering topics such.as
education, memorialization, and indemnification within the context of thé'_I
tal” experience of the Shoah. Lo

15. I mention in regard to this issue Satloffs Ameny the Rig/ateow"_ﬁrh'

berated beyond its modest intentions, largely because of the absence of m
factual, archive-based research.

16. Goda, “Hitler's Demand.” Jeaws, ttes to the kind of project oudined in Katz er o]

Or postfascism, see Traverso,

Notes to Chapter 13

Les nowvequ visages du fascisme.
1. Eisenbeth, Pages vécues,
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3. Sebag, Communist de Tunisie.
4. Saadoun, “Flaboration.” Memmi’s book was the second: cf



